
Demons: Greed and the Rich Young Man  

Week Five 

Middle School (Ages 11-14) 

 

Materials Needed: Note cards or scrap paper, pens/pencils, small prizes (optional), two funnels, sand, small 

cups, old newsprint or piece of butcher block paper, pipe cleaners, and scissors 

 

Opening Activity: Camel Quiz 
[Sometimes, we give 1 Skittle or 1 M&M to each person with the correct answer. Or, we might give a small 

prize to the person with the highest score at the end. The point is to have fun. There’s no reason to over-

emphasize the “school” part of Sunday School.] 

 

 1) How many humps does a camel have? [Either one (dromedary) or two (Bactrian)] 

 2) What food products can you get from camels? [Camel milk and camel meat. In fact, the FDA has 

recently approved camel milk for sale/consumption in America.] 

 3) How long does a camel live? [40-50 years] 

 4) True or False: Camels store water in their humps. [False. Their humps are fat deposits, which means 

they have little/no fat anywhere else.] 

 5) Camel nostrils are special (see image). Why? [They are shaped in such a way that any droplets of water 

exhaled return to the body, so almost no water is lost through respiration.] 

 6) Why are a camel’s legs so long? [To keep it higher off the hot, desert ground.] 

 7) If you were following strict Jewish dietary laws, could you eat camel meat and drink camel milk? [N] 

 8) If you were following strict Islamic dietary laws, could you eat camel meat and drink camel milk? [Y] 

  

And here are a couple of camel jokes: 

1) What would you name a baby camel with no humps? [Hump-free] 

2) What did the camel wear when he went into the jungle to hunt? [Camel-flage] 

 

Lesson 1: Review 

 

[Review theme and previous lessons, as appropriate. Review checklist removed.]  

 

Lesson 2: Greed, the Rich Young Man, and Camels  

Prompt: Today, we’re going to talk about another demon that haunts us all from time to time – greed. Who’s the 

greediest character you know – either in real-life or from TV/movies? [Share]  

 

Prompt: You’re probably saying to yourself, “What does greed have to do with camels?” Any guesses? And it’s 

not that camels are greedy with water. [Brainstorm/Guess] 

 

Prompt: We’ll start, as usual, with a little Bible story about greed. Then you will know why we’re talking about 

camels. 

 

Read: Matthew 19:16-26 (The Rich Young Man) 

 

Then someone came to [Jesus] and said, ‘”Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And 

[Jesus] said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.” [The rich young man] said to [Jesus], “Which ones?” And Jesus 

said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 

witness; Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man 

said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell 



your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 

me.” When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is 

rich to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, 

“Then who can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all 

things are possible.”  

 

Prompt: Does everyone understand what Jesus was saying? [Brainstorm. To start with, Jesus seems to be saying 

that it’s not enough to follow the commandments. After that, it’s more open to interpretation. You have to be 

willing to share. You have to be willing to give up the things you find most precious (which might be 

reminiscent of a Buddha-like approach). You have to separate out things “of the flesh” from things “of the 

spirit.” Etc.] 

 

Prompt: Many people use this idea of a camel going through the eye of the needle as a metaphor for saying that 

something is pretty darn impossible. In fact, Muhammad uses the same phrase in the Qur’an.  

 

Read: Qur’an Surah 7, verse 40 (Al-A’raf, The Heights) 

 

To those who reject Our Signs and treat them with arrogance, no opening will there be of the gates of 

heaven, nor will they enter the Garden, until the camel can pass through the eye of the needle. Such is Our 

reward for those in sin. 

 

Prompt: Can you share something that would be pretty darn impossible for you to do – something that would be 

about as hard for you as a camel going through a needle? [Share. You might start out with silly examples, but 

then try to move them toward more serious ones.] 

 

Creative Response 1: Camel Craft 

Prompt: Let’s make a quick camel to remind us of this metaphor – that some things are as difficult as a camel 

passing through the eye of a needle. 

 

Each person needs 3½-4 pipe cleaners: 1 pipe cleaner for the body, 1 pipe cleaner for the head, 1 pipe cleaner 

(cut in half) for the legs, and ½ pipe cleaner for each hump. The order is flexible, but here’s what we do: 

 

1) Coil a pipe cleaner around a marker/highlighter. This will be the body of the camel. Spread it out a bit, 

especially if you want to add two humps. 

 

 
 



2) Cut a pipe cleaner in half. Now fold each half pipe cleaner in half again, and make small loops on each 

end for feet. Attach the center of each pipe cleaner to the body – one at the back and one at the front. 

You can do this by wrapping a bit of the “body” around the top of each set of legs. 

 

 

   
 

3) Take a pipe cleaner and twist it around itself randomly. You can either use a pencil or your fingers. This 

will be the head. Leave a little piece sticking out so you can attach the head to one end of the body.  

 

 

   
 

 

4) Take a pipe cleaner, cut it in half, and make a swirl. To make a swirl, just bend the pipe cleaner at one 

end and then wrap it around and around itself until it makes a circle. Again, leave a little bit of the end 

hanging out. Attach the end to the body where you want the hump/s. 

 

 

 
 



Lesson 3: Greed is NOT Good – Qur’an 
Prompt: There is a famous movie line in which one of the characters says, “Greed…is…good.” But most of the 

world’s religions suggest otherwise. All ancient texts that have something to say about greed suggest that it is 

not good. Here are some examples. 

 

Read: Qur’an – Surah 89, 15-23 (Al-Fajr, The Dawn) 

 

…Now, as for man, when his Lord tries him, giving him honor and gifts, then he says (puffed up), “My 

Lord has honoured me!” 

But when He tries him, restricting his subsistence for him, then he says (in despair), “My Lord has 

humiliated me!” 

Nay, nay! But you honor not the orphans! 

Nor do you encourage one another to feed the poor! 

And you devour inheritance – all with greed, 

And you love wealth with inordinate love! 

Nay! When the earth is pounded to powder, 

And your Lord comes, and His angels, rank upon rank, 

And Hell, that Day, is brought face to face, on that Day will man remember, but how will that remembrance 

profit him?  

 

Read: Qur’an Surah 92, verses 1-11 (Al-Leyl, The Night) 

 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

By the Night as it conceals the light; 

By the Day as it appears in glory; 

By the mystery of the creation of male and female; 

Verily, the ends you strive for are diverse. 

So he who gives in charity and fears Allah, 

And in all sincerity testifies to the Best, 

We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Bliss. 

But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient 

And gives the lie to the Best,  

We will indeed make smooth for him the Path to Misery;  

Nor will his wealth profit him when he falls headlong in the Pit. 

 

Creative Response 2: Sand Drop Relay 
Prompt: Since we’re talking about camels – who happen to live in the desert – which is full of sand – let’s play 

a sand game. [This is just a fun game to get them moving around a bit. It can be played at any point during the 

lesson or not at all.] 

 

Divide the group into two teams and give each member of each team a cup of sand. 

 

Place the funnels upside down (smallest end facing up), several feet apart on old newsprint or a piece of butcher 

block paper (for easier clean-up).  

 

Have the 1st person from each team try to pour as much sand as possible into the upside down funnel. Repeat 

until all members of both teams have had a chance to dump their sand. You might need to time it if they go too 

slowly. 

 



Obviously, some of the sand will end up outside the funnels (hopefully, on the paper). Lift the funnels and judge 

which team has the most sand underneath. 

 

********************************************* 

 

Lesson 4: Greed is NOT Good – Buddhism 

Prompt: Here’s a great story from the Buddhist tradition. Like the Qur’an, it also reminds us that greed is not 

good. This is a Jataka Tale – one of the stories about the previous lives of the Buddha. See if you can guess 

which character in the story is meant to be the Buddha.  

 

Creative Response 3: Staged Reading of The Magic Priest and the Kidnapper Gang (a Jataka Tale) 

There are 8 parts. From most lines to least, the parts are: Narrator 1, Narrator 2, Priest, Kidnapper Gang, Wise 

Student, Robbers, Man 1, and Man 2. Assign parts to whomever wishes to participate and pass out the scripts.  

 

Narrator 1: Once upon a time, there was a priest who had a magical power. Once a year, the priest could say 

some magic words, look up into the sky, and clap his hands. Then, and only then, a shower of precious jewels 

would rain down upon him. 

Narrator 2: The magic priest was also a teacher. He had a very good student, who was intelligent, obedient and 

faithful. One day, the priest needed to travel to a faraway village. Since the route was dangerous, he took the 

wise student with him. Along this road there happened to be a gang of 500 bandits. They were known as the 

“Kidnapper Gang.” They captured the teacher and his student.  

Kidnapper Gang: You must pay us a ransom of 5,000 gold coins if you wish to live. You, faithful student, go 

back to your village and get the money if you wish to save your master’s life.  

Wise Student (whispering to teacher): Oh master, tonight is the one night of the year when you can call the 

jewels from the heavens, but please do not use your magic power. Obtaining great wealth so easily will lead to 

disaster for everyone involved. Please trust your faithful student to save you.  

Narrator 1: That evening, the kidnappers tied up the priest and left him outside with nothing to eat or drink. 

Priest (to himself): Why should I suffer like this? I can magically pay my own ransom. Why should I care if 

disaster comes to these 500 kidnappers? My life is worth much more than theirs. I care only for my own life. 

And besides, this lucky night only comes once a year. I cannot waste the chance to use my great power! 

Priest (to the kidnappers): Ruthless bandits, did you tie me up just for money? Is that all there is to it? In that 

case, I will make you rich beyond your wildest dreams! For I am great and powerful, and as a holy priest, you 

can trust me. Untie me, wash my head and face, dress me in new clothes, and cover me with flowers. Then, 

leave me alone to do my magic. 

Narrator 2: The kidnappers followed his instructions. But, not trusting him completely, they hid in the bushes 

and secretly watched. They watched as the priest lowered his head, muttering the magic words. Then he gazed 

into the sky and clapped his hands. Suddenly he was showered with the most beautiful jewels! 

Narrator 1: The Kidnapper Gang came out from hiding and grabbed all the precious stones. They wrapped 

them up and went off down the road, with the magic priest following behind. On the way, they were stopped by 

another gang of 500 robbers. 

Robbers: Give us all your wealth! 



Kidnapper Gang: Leave us alone. You can get all the riches you want from this magic priest, just as we have 

done. He says magic words, looks up into the sky, claps his hands, and the most fabulous jewels come down! 

Narrator 2: So they let the Kidnapper Gang go and surrounded the priest, demanding that he make a shower of 

jewels for them as well. 

Priest (to robbers): Of course I can give you all the jewels you want, but you must be patient. The lucky time 

has already come this year. It will not happen again until next year. Come see me then, and I will be happy to 

make you rich! 

Narrator 1: Robbers are not exactly known for their patience. They became angry at once. 

Robbers (shouting): Ah, you tricky, lying priest! You made the Kidnapper Gang wealthy, but now you refuse 

to do the same for us. We'll teach you to take us so lightly! 

Narrator 2: They cut him in two with a sharp sword, and left both halves of his body in the middle of the road. 

Narrator 1: The robbers then chased after the Kidnapper Gang. There was a terrible bloody battle. After hours 

of fighting, the robbers killed all 500 kidnappers and stole the jewels. But as soon as the battle ended, the 500 

robbers began quarrelling over the wealth. They formed two rival groups of 250 each. These groups fought 

another bloody battle until only two were left alive – one from each side. The two survivors collected all the 

jewels and hid them in the forest. They were very hungry after all that fighting, so one guarded the treasure 

while the other cooked rice. 

Man 1 (to himself as he guards the treasure): When the other is finished cooking, I will kill him and keep all 

this loot for myself. 

Man 2 (to himself as he cooks the rice): If we divide these jewels in two, I will get less. Therefore, I will add 

poison to this rice, kill the other, and keep all the jewels for myself. Why share, when I can have it all! 

Narrator 2: So the cook ate some rice, since he was so hungry, and poisoned the rest. He then took the rice pot 

to the man guarding the treasure and offered it to him. But the man guarding the treasure immediately swung his 

sword and chopped off the cook's head! Then the hungry killer began gobbling up the poisoned rice. Within 

minutes, he dropped dead, too! 

Narrator 1: A few days later, the wise student returned with the ransom money. First, he saw the two halves of 

his teacher’s dead body. Realizing that the magic priest must have ignored his warning, he mourned his cruel 

death, built a funeral pyre, covered it with wildflowers, and burned the body of his respected teacher. Then, he 

found the 500 dead bodies of the Kidnapper Gang. Then, the 498 bodies of the robbers. Then, the bodies of the 

last two men. 

Wise Student: It is so sad. My teacher had great knowledge, but not enough common sense. He could not resist 

using his magical power, regardless of the results. By causing the deaths of the one-thousand greedy gangsters, 

he doomed himself as well. 

Narrator 2: The good student took the treasure back to the village, and used it generously for the benefit of 

many. And the moral of the story is: When greed has no limit, the killing has no end. 

************************************************ 



Prompt: A pretty strong argument against greed! Can you tell which character is meant to be the Buddha? 

[Probably the wise student, especially since he is the only survivor of the tale!] 

Prompt: Can you think of any TV shows/movies/plays where the same lesson is put forth – that greed is not 

good? [Discuss] 

Prompt: Do you think our culture promotes greed? [Discuss]  

Sources: 

1) Holy Bible: New Revised Standard Version. San Francisco, CA: HarperOne, 2007. Print. 

2) Ali, Abdullah Yusuf. The Qur’an. Trans. Istanbul, Turkey: ASIR MEDIA, 2002. Print. 

3) Piyatissa, Kurunegoda and Anderson, Todd. Buddhist Tales for Young & Old, Volume 1: Prince 

Goodspeaker. Buddha Dharma Education Association, Inc., 2008. E-book.  

  



Student Handout 

  

Matthew 19:16-26 (The Rich Young Man) 

 

Then someone came to [Jesus] and said, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And 

[Jesus] said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to 

enter into life, keep the commandments.” [The rich young man] said to [Jesus], “Which ones?” And Jesus 

said, “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false 

witness; Honor your father and mother; also, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” The young man 

said to him, “I have kept all these; what do I still lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you wish to be perfect, go, sell 

your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 

me.” When the young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is 

rich to enter the kingdom of God.” When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, 

“Then who can be saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but for God all 

things are possible.”  

 

 

Surah 7, verse 40 (Al-A’raf, The Heights) 

 

To those who reject Our Signs and treat them with arrogance, no opening will there be of the gates of 

heaven, nor will they enter the Garden, until the camel can pass through the eye of the needle. Such is Our 

reward for those in sin. 

 

 

Surah 89, 15-23 (Al-Fajr, The Dawn) 

 

…Now, as for man, when his Lord tries him, giving him honor and gifts, then he says (puffed up), “My 

Lord has honoured me!” 

But when He tries him, restricting his subsistence for him, then he says (in despair), “My Lord has 

humiliated me!” 

Nay, nay! But you honor not the orphans! 

Nor do you encourage one another to feed the poor! 

And you devour inheritance – all with greed, 

And you love wealth with inordinate love! 

Nay! When the earth is pounded to powder, 

And your Lord comes, and His angels, rank upon rank, 

And Hell, that Day, is brought face to face, on that Day will man remember, but how will that remembrance 

profit him?  

 



Surah 92, verses 1-11 (Al-Leyl, The Night) 

 

In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

By the Night as it conceals the light; 

By the Day as it appears in glory; 

By the mystery of the creation of male and female; 

Verily, the ends you strive for are diverse. 

So he who gives in charity and fears Allah, 

And in all sincerity testifies to the Best, 

We will indeed make smooth for him the path to Bliss. 

But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-sufficient 

And gives the lie to the Best,  

We will indeed make smooth for him the Path to Misery;  

Nor will his wealth profit him when he falls headlong in the Pit. 



The Magic Priest and the Kidnapper Gang – Script 

 

Narrator 1: Once upon a time, there was a priest who had a magical power. Once a year, the priest could say 

some magic words, look up into the sky, and clap his hands. Then, and only then, a shower of precious jewels 

would rain down upon him. 

Narrator 2: The magic priest was also a teacher. He had a very good student, who was intelligent, obedient and 

faithful. One day, the priest needed to travel to a faraway village. Since the route was dangerous, he took the 

wise student with him. Along this road there happened to be a gang of 500 bandits. They were known as the 

“Kidnapper Gang.” They captured the teacher and his student.  

Kidnapper Gang: You must pay us a ransom of 5,000 gold coins if you wish to live. You, faithful student, go 

back to your village and get the money if you wish to save your master’s life.  

Wise Student (whispering to teacher): Oh master, tonight is the one night of the year when you can call the 

jewels from the heavens, but please do not use your magic power. Obtaining great wealth so easily will lead to 

disaster for everyone involved. Please trust your faithful student to save you.  

Narrator 1: That evening, the kidnappers tied up the priest and left him outside with nothing to eat or drink. 

Priest (to himself): Why should I suffer like this? I can magically pay my own ransom. Why should I care if 

disaster comes to these 500 kidnappers? My life is worth much more than theirs. I care only for my own life. 

And besides, this lucky night only comes once a year. I cannot waste the chance to use my great power! 

Priest (to the kidnappers): Ruthless bandits, did you tie me up just for money? Is that all there is to it? In that 

case, I will make you rich beyond your wildest dreams! For I am great and powerful, and as a holy priest, you 

can trust me. Untie me, wash my head and face, dress me in new clothes, and cover me with flowers. Then, 

leave me alone to do my magic. 

Narrator 2: The kidnappers followed his instructions. But, not trusting him completely, they hid in the bushes 

and secretly watched. They watched as the priest lowered his head, muttering the magic words. Then he gazed 

into the sky and clapped his hands. Suddenly he was showered with the most beautiful jewels! 

Narrator 1: The Kidnapper Gang came out from hiding and grabbed all the precious stones. They wrapped 

them up and went off down the road, with the magic priest following behind. On the way, they were stopped by 

another gang of 500 robbers. 

Robbers: Give us all your wealth! 

Kidnapper Gang: Leave us alone. You can get all the riches you want from this magic priest, just as we have 

done. He says magic words, looks up into the sky, claps his hands, and the most fabulous jewels come down! 

Narrator 2: So they let the Kidnapper Gang go and surrounded the priest, demanding that he make a shower of 

jewels for them as well. 

Priest (to robbers): Of course I can give you all the jewels you want, but you must be patient. The lucky time 

has already come this year. It will not happen again until next year. Come see me then, and I will be happy to 

make you rich! 

Narrator 1: Robbers are not exactly known for their patience. They became angry at once. 



Robbers (shouting): Ah, you tricky, lying priest! You made the Kidnapper Gang wealthy, but now you refuse 

to do the same for us. We'll teach you to take us so lightly! 

Narrator 2: They cut him in two with a sharp sword, and left both halves of his body in the middle of the road. 

Narrator 1: The robbers then chased after the Kidnapper Gang. There was a terrible bloody battle. After hours 

of fighting, the robbers killed all 500 kidnappers and stole the jewels. But as soon as the battle ended, the 500 

robbers began quarrelling over the wealth. They formed two rival groups of 250 each. These groups fought 

another bloody battle until only two were left alive – one from each side. The two survivors collected all the 

jewels and hid them in the forest. They were very hungry after all that fighting, so one guarded the treasure 

while the other cooked rice. 

Man 1 (to himself as he guards the treasure): When the other is finished cooking, I will kill him and keep all 

this loot for myself. 

Man 2 (to himself as he cooks the rice): If we divide these jewels in two, I will get less. Therefore, I will add 

poison to this rice, kill the other, and keep all the jewels for myself. Why share, when I can have it all! 

Narrator 2: So the cook ate some rice, since he was so hungry, and poisoned the rest. He then took the rice pot 

to the man guarding the treasure and offered it to him. But the man guarding the treasure immediately swung his 

sword and chopped off the cook's head! Then the hungry killer began gobbling up the poisoned rice. Within 

minutes, he dropped dead, too! 

Narrator 1: A few days later, the wise student returned with the ransom money. First, he saw the two halves of 

his teacher’s dead body. Realizing that the magic priest must have ignored his warning, he mourned his cruel 

death, built a funeral pyre, covered it with wildflowers, and burned the body of his respected teacher. Then, he 

found the 500 dead bodies of the Kidnapper Gang. Then, the 498 bodies of the robbers. Then, the bodies of the 

last two men. 

Wise Student: It is so sad. My teacher had great knowledge, but not enough common sense. He could not resist 

using his magical power, regardless of the results. By causing the deaths of the one-thousand greedy gangsters, 

he doomed himself as well. 

Narrator 2: The good student took the treasure back to the village, and used it generously for the benefit of 

many. And the moral of the story is: When greed has no limit, the killing has no end. 
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