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Heinz’s wife was dying from a particular type of cancer. Doctors said a
new drug might save her. The drug had been discovered by a local
chemist, and the Heinz tried desperately to buy some, but the chemist
was charging ten times the money it cost to make the drug, and this
was much more than the Heinz could afford.

Heinz could only raise half the money, even after help from family and
friends. He explained to the chemist that his wife was dying and asked
If he could have the drug cheaper or pay the rest of the money later.

The chemist refused, saying that he had discovered the drug and was
going to make money from it. The husband was desperate to save his
wife, so later that night he broke into the chemist’s and stole the drug.
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Divinity in Children’s Moral Dev.
by Niyata Pandya and Rachana Bhangaokar
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to the shop on her cycle and buys the sweets. While
returning home, she sees her friends in a nearby park,
playing with a new toy. Preeti is curious and decides to go
Inside the park. She parks her cycle and forgets to take
the bag of sweets with her. After some time, when Preeti
comes back to her cycle, she is surprised to find that her
bag of sweet has disappeared. While she is thinking of
what to do, she notices a wallet full of money which
someone has left on a nearby cycle. Preeti is wondering if
she should take the money from the wallet to buy a new
packet of sweets.



Third-graders used divinity as a reason for
their decision more than the sixth-graders

Used abstract concept like karma, dharma,

and moksha In their answers
Childhood Adolescence Adulthood
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Higher SES/caste more likely to use divinity
concepts in their reasoning compared to

“If we do wrong by mistake or unknowingly, then
God will forgive us and give us a chance to make
up for our wrong-doing, but if we purposely do
wrong or harm others, then God will certainly
give paap.”



“God has given life to the kitten, so her life is
precious and we must save her. Like all animals
and plants, God exists In the kitten too, and so, it
IS our duty to save her or at least do what we can

to help her feel better.”



Autonomy, Community and
Divinity iIn Emerging Adults

by Valeschka Guerra and Roger Giner-Sorolla
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Divinity values
might increase
even later in
development (after
marriage/family)

Divinity scale not
reflective in Japan

Estimated marginal means

g
3
g
3
:
4]

Brazil

/ Autonomy

+ Divinity

= = = Community

Age group

Japan

Community

._-’-,—.—-"-"—"""—" Autonomy

18-20

Age group

Estimated marginal means

Divinity

Israel

g ————— Autonomy

-

-~ .
e, Community
**=. Divinity

Estimated marginal means

Age group

New Zealand

Autonomy

Estimated marginal means

"+ Divinity

18-20
Age group

United Kingdom

__________—--—" Autonomy

Community

Divinity







Resources

Hoffman, M.L. (2000). Empathy and Moral Development: Implications for
Caring and Justice. NY: Cambridge Univ. Press.

Jensen, L.A. (Ed.) (2015). Moral Development in a Global World:
Research from a Cultural-Developmental Perspective. UK: Cambridge
Univ. Press.

Killen, M. and Smetana, J. (Eds.) (2010). Handbook of Moral
Development. NY: Psychology Press.

Vozzola, E.C. (2014). Moral Development: Theory and Applications. NY:
Routledge.

Xu, J. (2017). The Good Child: Moral Development in a Chinese
Preschool. CA: Stanford Univ. Press.





https://faithseekerkids.com/presentations/
https://faithseekerkids.com/presentations/
https://faithseekerkids.com/kidscurriculum/

